
Reg § 301.6103(n)-2T. Disclosure of return information in connection 
with written contracts among the IRS, whistleblowers, and legal 
representatives of whistleblowers (temporary).  

(a) General rule. (1) Pursuant to the provisions of sections 6103(n) and 7623 of the 
Internal Revenue Code and subject to the conditions of this section, an officer or 
employee of the Treasury Department is authorized to disclose return information (as 
defined in section 6103(b) (2)) to a whistleblower and, if applicable, the legal 
representative of the whistleblower, to the extent necessary in connection with a written 
contract among the Internal Revenue Service (IRS), the whistleblower and, if applicable, 
the legal representative of the whistleblower, for services relating to the detection of 
violations of the internal revenue laws or related statutes.  

(2) The Commissioner shall have the discretion to determine whether to enter into a 
written contract pursuant to section 7623 with the whistleblower and, if applicable, the 
legal representative of the whistleblower for services described in paragraph (a) (1) of 
this section.  

(b) Limitations. (1) Disclosure of return information in connection with a written contract 
for services described in paragraph (a) (1) of this section shall be made only to the 
extent the IRS deems it necessary in connection with the reasonable or proper 
performance of the contract. Disclosures may include, but are not limited to, disclosures 
to accomplish properly any purpose or activity of the nature described in section 6103(k) 
(6) and the regulations thereunder.  

(2) If the IRS determines that the services of a whistleblower and, if applicable, the legal 
representative of the whistleblower, as described in paragraph (a) (1) of this section can 
be performed reasonably or properly by disclosure of only parts or portions of return 
information, then only the parts or portions of the return information shall be disclosed.  

(3) Upon written request by a whistleblower, or a legal representative of a whistleblower, 
with whom the IRS has entered into a written contract for services as described in 
paragraph (a) (1) of this section, the Director of the Whistleblower Office, or designee of 
the Director, may inform the whistleblower and, if applicable, the legal representative of 
the whistleblower, of the status of the whistleblower's claim for award under section 
7623, including whether the claim is being evaluated for potential investigative action, or 
is pending due to an ongoing examination, appeal, collection action, or litigation. The 
information may be disclosed only if the Commissioner determines that the disclosure 
would not seriously impair Federal tax administration.  

(4) Return information disclosed to a whistleblower and, if applicable, a legal 
representative of a whistleblower, under this section, shall not be disclosed or otherwise 
used by the whistleblower or a legal representative of a whistleblower, except as 
expressly authorized in writing by the Director of the Whistleblower Office.  

(c) Penalties. Any whistleblower, or legal representative of a whistleblower, who receives 
return information under this section, is subject to the civil and criminal penalty 
provisions of sections 7431, 7213, and 7213A for the unauthorized inspection or 
disclosure of the return information.  

(d) Safeguards. (1) Any whistleblower, or the legal representative of a whistleblower, 
who receives return information under this section, shall comply with all applicable 
conditions and requirements as the IRS may prescribe from time to time (prescribed 



requirements) for the purposes of protecting the confidentiality of the return information 
and preventing any disclosure or inspection of the return information in a manner not 
authorized by this section.  

(2) Any written contract for services as described in paragraph (a) (1) of this section shall 
provide that any whistleblower and, if applicable, the legal representative of a 
whistleblower, who has access to return information under this section, shall comply with 
the prescribed requirements.  

(3) Any whistleblower, or the legal representative of a whistleblower, who may receive 
return information under this section, shall agree in writing, before any disclosure of 
return information is made, to permit an inspection of his or her premises by the IRS 
relative to the maintenance of the return information disclosed under these regulations 
and, upon completion of services as described in the written contract with the IRS, to 
dispose of all return information by returning the return information, including any and all 
copies or notes made, to the IRS, or to the extent that it cannot be returned, by 
destroying the information in a manner consistent with security guidelines and other 
safeguards for protecting return information in guidance published by the IRS.  

(4) If the IRS determines that any whistleblower, or the legal representative of a 
whistleblower, who has access to return information under this section, has failed to, or 
does not, satisfy the prescribed requirements, the IRS, using the procedures described in 
the regulations under section 6103(p) (7), may take any action it deems necessary to 
ensure that the prescribed requirements are or will be satisfied, including-  

(i) Suspension of further disclosures of return information by the IRS to the whistleblower 
and, if applicable, the legal representative of the whistleblower, until the IRS determines 
that the conditions and requirements have been or will be satisfied; and  

(ii) Suspension or termination of any duty or obligation arising under a contract with the 
IRS.  

(e) Definitions. For purposes of this section-  

(1) The term Treasury Department includes the IRS and the Office of the Chief Counsel 
for the IRS.  

(2) The term whistleblower means an individual who provides information to the IRS 
regarding violations of the tax laws or related statutes and submits a claim for an award 
under section 7623 with respect to the information.  

(3) The term legal representative means any individual who is a member in good 
standing in the bar of the highest court of any state, possession, territory, 
commonwealth, or the District of Columbia, and who has a written power of attorney 
executed by the whistleblower.  

(f) Effective/applicability date. This section is applicable on March 25, 2008.  

(g) Expiration date. This section will expire on March 24, 2011.  
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